
Homily for the sixth Sunday of ordinary time, February 13, 2022 

In 1999, Italian filmmaker Roberto Begnini, turned up in Los Angeles for the annual Academy awards ceremony.  His film, 

“Life is beautiful”, was nominated for the best foreign film of the year. A prohibitive favorite, Begnini took home the 

“Oscar” to the wide acclaim of those in attendance, including his parents, who cheered his victory. 

Begnini’s acceptance speech was humorous and wise. He began by expressing his personal delight at winning the 

coveted prize, after which he thanked his parents “for giving him the biggest gift of all:  poverty”. He ended his 

memorable speech by thanking his parents for their love. 

In today’s gospel, Saint Luke gives us an account of Our Lord’s sermon on the plain. William Barclay, a prominent 

Protestant biblical scholar of the last century, is of the view that the teaching of Jesus is nothing less than revolutionary. 

Accepted standards are turned upside down, values are surprisingly reversed. 

The late actress Mae West, known for her naughty behavior in her movies and private life, once quipped, “I have been 

rich, I have been poor. Rich is better”. 

In stark contrast, Jesus says, “Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours” and Blessed are you who 

are now hungry, for you will be satisfied (Lk. 6:20-21).” 

The one who typically finds consolation in earthly, material things doesn’t feel much need for Jesus or his teachings.  On 

the other hand, the lack of material goods often leads the poor to a greater reliance on God. 

Our heart should not belong to anything in this world. Our heart belongs to God. Our treasure is found in Him, and Him 

alone.  How blessed are those not addicted to material things! 

In his reflections on today’s gospel Bishop Robert Barron, one of our nation’s prominent evangelists, shares a personal 

story. 

On a Sunday afternoon, a knock came to the door where Barron was staying. Upon opening the door, he encountered a 

man neatly dressed in expensive clothes. He said to the bishop, “Father I have realized all my dreams”. “Well, that’s 

wonderful”, replied the bishop. “There is only one problem. I am miserable.” 

His dream had to do with the accumulation of homes and the maintenance of an impressive stock portfolio. His social 

and professional life only made his addictions worse. He had reached a critical juncture in his life. He was in danger of 

crashing. 

There is a lesson to be learned here.  A life without God is a wasted life. Our earthly riches are a poor substitute for the 

treasures of heaven. 

Several years ago, the generally reliable Gallup polling organization conducted a nationwide survey of American to 

determine which group or class of Americans was content with their lot in life to the surprise of the secular media, the 

most contented Americans were poor black women who lived in the Deep South. Near the bottom of the list were the 

most dissatisfied: affluent, upper-class citizens who live in the Northeast quadrant of the country. 

Have we ever asked ourselves why there is so much rage and discontent in America today? Given that most of us are 

spoiled by our wealth and surplus of material goods, we might reasonably ask ourselves why this is the case. 

Perhaps too many of us have forgotten God or find the Catholic faith to be irrelevant to our daily life. 

Bear in mind that we are all poor in God’s presence. We come before him daily as beggars. 

In Mary’s Magnificat, a canticle of praise, we hear the words, “He (God) has filled the hungry with good things and the 

rich he has sent away empty (Lk. 1:53). 

Let us count our blessings! 


